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January 3, 2021 
Celebration of Epiphany of the Lord 

 
 
 
Welcome & Announcements  
 
Prayer (Please take a moment to prepare your heart for worship.) 

God of our hopes, Christ of our faith, Spirit in our hearts, we come to worship you 
with joy and gladness. Your goodness knows no limits of generation or gender, of 
condition or citizenship. You are kind to all, and we worship you in all sincerity; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 

Prelude “Epiphany Medley” - Osman  
 
Call to Worship  

L: Arise, shine, for your light has come! 
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P: The glory of the Lord has risen upon us! 
L: Like sages from afar, come and behold your Christ! 
P: Let us fall on our knees in his honor! Let us lift our voices in praise of his  
name! 

 
Hymn “We Three Kings” (v.1) 

We three kings of Orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain moor and mountain, following yonder star 
Oh, star of wonder star of night. Star with royal beauty bright 
Westward leading still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 

 
Call to Confession 

Let us draw near to God with sincerity of heart and full assurance of faith, our guilty  
hearts sprinkled clean, our bodies washed with pure water. (Hebrews 10:22) Let us  
confess our sins before God and one another.  
 

Prayer of Confession 
All-glorious God, we have faith in Jesus Christ, and love towards your people, 
yet we are not without blemish in your sight, not full of love, wisdom, and other 
spiritual blessings you still have available for us. Our love is not as inclusive as 
yours, and there is much we need to learn. Give us a clearer vision of all that we 
are meant to be, so that by becoming fulfilled, we may increase the glory that is 
properly revealed in Jesus Christ, your beloved. Amen. (Time of silence for personal 
confession.) 

 
Assurance of Pardon 

Friends, hear the Good News! The liberator has come to free us from all proud 
pretenses. Christ has come in Jesus of Nazareth to show us the undeserved favor of 
God. Friends, believe the Good News! In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

 
The Peace  
     L:  Peace be with you. 
     P: And also with you. 
 

Gloria Patri “Glory Be to the Father”  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  
Amen. Amen. 

 
Scripture Readings 
Isaiah 60:1-6 

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
    and the glory of the Lord rises upon you. 



See, darkness covers the earth 
    and thick darkness is over the peoples, 
but the Lord rises upon you 
    and his glory appears over you. 
Nations will come to your light, 
    and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
“Lift up your eyes and look about you: 
    All assemble and come to you; 
your sons come from afar, 
    and your daughters are carried on the hip. 
Then you will look and be radiant, 
    your heart will throb and swell with joy; 
the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, 
    to you the riches of the nations will come. 
Herds of camels will cover your land, 
    young camels of Midian and Ephah. 
And all from Sheba will come, 
    bearing gold and incense 
    and proclaiming the praise of the Lord. 

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Ephesians 3:1-12 
For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles— 
Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace that was given to me for 
you, that is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written 
briefly. In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery 
of Christ, which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been 
revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through 
the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one body, and 
sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 
I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me through the 
working of his power. Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this 
grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ, and to make 
plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden 
in God, who created all things. His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold 
wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
realms, according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. In 
him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Luke 2:1-12 



In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 
Roman world. (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria.) And everyone went to their own town to register. 
 
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 
town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to 
register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 
While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her 
firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there 
was no guest room available for them. 
 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks 
at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you 
good news that will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a 
Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon “New Year’s Resolution” 
 
Hymn “Let Us Break Bread Together”  

Let us break bread together on our knees,  
Let us break bread together on our knees.  
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me.  
 
Let us drink wine together on our knees,  
Let us drink wine together on our knees.  
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me.  
 
Let us praise God together on our knees,  
Let us praise God together on our knees.  
When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 
O Lord, have mercy on me.  

 
Apostles’ Creed 

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in 
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and 
buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he 
ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 



from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy 
Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

Prayers of the People       As prayers are offered: 
L:   God of Mercy, 
P:   Hear our prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Hymn “As with Gladness Men of Old”  

As with gladness men of old did the guiding star behold, 
as with joy they hailed its light, leading onward, beaming bright; 
so, most gracious God, may we evermore be led to thee. 
 
As with joyful steps they sped, Savior, to thy lowly bed, 
there to bend the knee before thee whom heav’n and earth adore; 
so may we with willing feet ever seek thy mercy seat. 
 
As they offered gifts most rare at thy cradle rude and bare, 
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
all our costliest treasures bring, Christ, to thee, our heav’nly king. 
 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper  

Invitation 
Words of Institution 
The Great Thanksgiving 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Leader: It is truly right and our greatest joy…..therefore we 

praise you, joining our voices with the heavenly choirs and with all the 
faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your 
name: 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

Leader: You are holy….. Great is the mystery of faith. 



All: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
Leader: Gracious God…..Amen. 

 
Charge and Blessing 
 
Postlude “Song for a New Year” - Martin  
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Pastor’s New Hours:  
Monday and Tuesday:  OFF 
Wednesday – Sunday:  9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
 
 

 


