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Celebrate the Years 

Notice the difference between these two trees.  One has character, interest, stability, mass; the 

other is just an aside in the frame.  In late April, I attended a training held on the campus of 

Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, GA.  This tree encapsulates the lessons learned.  

On a search to find something from nature to bring into the classroom, the root structure of this 

massive tree caught my attention.  It is intricate and substantial, creating a terrain of hillside by 

its own mass.  Like a life well-lived, the sprawling foundation, thick gnarled trunk, and tender 

new growth offer beauty, wisdom, and significance unparalleled by any other on campus.  How 

many generations of budding theologians have studied under its branches?  What insights were 

discovered beneath these limbs?  Imagine the social and political debates of the last century in 

the Southern United States; did these branches generate in the heat of those discussions?  Were 

young lovers courting here on warm summer evenings?  Perhaps, like the wrinkles on our own 

faces, the folds and twists of the bark tell the stories of all these encounters. 

I Am Not Old 

I am not old…she said 

I am rare.  

I am the standing ovation 

At the end of the play. 

I am the retrospective 

Of my life as art 

I am the hours 

Connected like dots 

Into good sense 

I am the fullness 

Of existing. 

You think I am waiting to die… 

But I am waiting to be found  

I am a treasure. 

I am a map. 

And these wrinkles are 

Imprints of my journey. 

Ask me anything. 

        --Samantha Reynolds 

 

Serving together, 

Diane
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Highlights of Session Meeting, April 19, 2018 

 May 8, 2018 at 6 p.m. is the next Mission/Outreach Committee 

meeting if anyone is interested in attending. 

 Mothers and daughters will be honored in church during Mother’s Day Sunday service on 

May 13. 

 May 20, 2018 is Pentecost Sunday.  A cake and punch reception will be held after worship.  

A list of the "birthday gifts" donations can be found in the bulletin, in the Chimes, and in the 

Narthex. 

 Christian Education Sunday will be held on May 27, 2018. 

 CPC will host this year’s Co-op Vacation Bible School July 30 through August 2.  

Committee News 
Administration 

 Spring is such a fun time.  Grasses are greening up, fields are being worked and our days 

are longer.  You will start to see our grounds at Central taking shape in the next few weeks.  

Also in the Chimes, you will start to see information about an update to Central's boiler system 

(our heating system).  This is a large financial undertaking and the Admin committee will be 

looking for ways to beef up our Major Maintenance Fund. 
 

Christian Education 

 Christian Education Sunday is May 27. 

 Co-op VBS plans are underway and is planned for July 30 - Aug 2.  Our church is 

hosting VBS this year and could sure use your help.   
 

Worship  

Pentecost Sunday is May 20.  Be sure to wear red on that day!! 

 The committee will host a punch and birthday cake reception after church. Let’s use this 

opportunity once again to offer up birthday gifts for our church.  A list of needed office and 

kitchen supplies is in this edition of the Chimes and will also be posted in the Narthex.  

 The committee will honor all mothers and daughters during the Mother’s Day service on 

May 13. 
 

$162.00 was given for One Great Hour of Sharing. 

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of others! 

National Day of Prayer Observance 

 Join community members Thursday, May 3, at 12:00 noon on the west lawn of the 

Menard County Courthouse for a community-wide prayer gathering, sponsored by the PORTA 

Ministerial Association. 
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Congratulations 

 Zachary Stephenson graduates with a Bachelors in Recreational Administration from 

Eastern Illinois University on May 5. 

Food Pantry Needs 

 Food Pantry Sunday is May 20 at CPC.  For May, the pantry is in need of spaghetti 

and spaghetti sauce.  Any non-perishable food donations or monetary donations to the Pantry 

are always welcome and appreciated. 

Diaper Bank Needs 

 The Diaper Bank, located at the Menard County Housing office, is in need of the following 

items for May:  baby wipes, ointment/Destin, and monetary donations.  Your donation of goods or 

monetary donations may be left in the Narthex or dropped off at the Menard County Housing 

office during regular business hours.   

Bountiful Basket Thank You 

 Current and past board members of the Bountiful Basket Garden met to present a check 

in the amount of $3,577.74 to Mary Jane Hurie for the Menard County Food Pantry.  This check 

will be used to supply food for distribution to local families. 

 Established in 2012, the Bountiful Basket Garden has provided fresh vegetables to food 

pantry recipients, and others in Menard County.  Having decided we will no longer be able to 

maintain the garden, the Board sold all garden equipment, and donated the proceeds to the food 

pantry. 

 We would like to offer our appreciation to all who volunteered their time to make the 

garden a success; those who worked in the garden, those who spent time distributing the 

vegetables, and those who contributed monetary donations, which allowed us to purchase 

equipment and supplies for the BBG.  Special thanks to Central Presbyterian Church; the local 

businesses who provided us with seeds and vegetable plants; R&H Farm & Home and Seaney 

Farms. Also, Albert Stier, for plowing our garden each season, and the PORTA school district 

for allowing us to use their land for the garden 

 

Shown presenting the check to Mary Jane Hurie are: 

Margaret Leach and Kaaren Denton.  

Back row: Rebecca Rowe, Nancy McCreery, Janet 

Ortgessen, and Beth Kiningham.  
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Pentecost:  The Birthday of the Church 

Acts 2:1-4: 

 When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place.  And suddenly 

a sound came from heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they 

were sitting.  And there appeared to them tongues as of fire, distributed and resting on each one 

of them.  And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues, as 

the Spirit gave them utterance. 

 Pentecost is a celebration of the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples of Jesus after 

his ascension, held on the seventh Sunday after Easter.  It is considered the birthday of the 

Church.  This year’s celebration will be May 20. 

 Come help us celebrate with a birthday cake fellowship after worship on May 20, hosted 

by the Worship Committee.  

 To make this a true birthday celebration, those who would like may bring “gifts” for the 

church on that day.  There will be a basket in the narthex to collect the donations.  The following 

is a list of office, kitchen, and maintenance supplies that are needed: 

Office 

Colored pens 

Kitchen 

Paper towels (pick-a-size) 

Dish soap 

6” or 9” regular paper plates 

6” or 12” heavy-duty paper plates 

9 oz. & 12 oz. plastic cups  

10 oz. paper coffee cups 

Sanctuary 

Small packs of tissues for the pews 

Hand sanitizer for Narthex 

Monetary donations for new banners &  

         Christmas decorations  

Miscellaneous 

Hand soap dispensers 

Hand soap refill bottles (56 oz. size) 

Lotion bottles for restrooms 

Maintenance supplies 

Lysol all-purpose cleaner 

409 all-purpose cleaner 

Carpet shampoo—Rug Doctor 

Paper towels 

Stainless Steel Magic polish 

Orange Pledge furniture polish 

Lysol disinfectant spray 

Pine Sol – Lemon scent 

Sprayway aerosol glass cleaner 

Mr. Clean multi-purpose cleaner 

OdoBan Disinfectant 

33 gal. Trash bags 

Small trash bags 

LED 100w equivalent light bulbs 

Cotton mop heads (Ace Hardware) 

 If you prefer to donate money, that is fine . . . but please, NO gift cards!   

 If you know of any other needed supplies, please notify the church office (632-2651) or 

Alice Studzinski (632-2432). 
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1855 Hymnbook 

 Central received an anonymous gift this past week—two 1855 Presbyterian hymnals, titled 

The Presbyterian Psalmnodist, A Collection of Tunes adapted to the Psalms and Hymns of the 

Presbyterian Church in the United States.  It was edited by Thomas Hastings and published by 

the Philadelphia Presbyterian Board of Publication.  

 In the “Advertisement,” it states that “an overture was presented to the General Assembly 

of 1848, by the Synod of Philadelphia, ‘to take into consideration the subject of Church Music, 

with special reference to the preparation of a book of tunes adapted to our present psalmody.’”  

So a committee was appointed to report back on the subject of “congregational singing, 

suggesting such Scriptural measures as may seem calculated to improve it, and such remedies of 

existing evils as the case may seem to require.”  In 1849 the Assembly approved the compilation 

and directed the committee to proceed with their task.  The hymnbook was then completed and 

approved by the General Assembly in 1851 and submitted to the Board of Publication to be 

published. 

 Upon opening the book, one quickly sees how unlike it is to our present hymnals.  There 

are no titles for the individual hymns, only tune names.  However, familiar hymn titles can be 

found in the index.  Also, the printed notes are unlike what we are used to seeing. 

 We are indebted to the donor, who is an interpreter at New Salem.  He recognized that Dr. 

Allen was associated with Central Church, and wanted us to have the books. 
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  Compiled by Ruth Ann Sampson, Parish Nurse from Bottom Line Health, October 2017. 
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 Member Address Change 

 Tim and Melissa Groh and Family 

 830 Old Tower Rd. 

 Oconomowoc, WI  53066 

 Robert and Betsy Winkelmann 

 16845 Cassen Avenue 

 Petersburg, IL  62675 

 Betsy no longer has a work phone. 

 Condolences 

 Lisa Metzger 

 523 Juniper Dr. 

 Petersburg, IL  62675 

 Recovering 

 Walt Erchinger 

 Lewis Memorial Christian Village 

 Rm 514, Rehab Center 

 3400 W. Washington St. 

 Springfield, IL  62704 
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Members: 

Barb Churchill Ruth Ann Sampson  Janet Scheina 

Jerry Davis Mary Rose Satorius  Linda Williams 

Jo Ann Morris Marilyn Schafer  Betsy Winkelmann 

 
Friends of the Congregation: 

Family of Wanda Anderson Family of Mark Metzger (Lisa Metzger’s husband) 

Family of Scott Barnes (Barbara Bergen Barnes’ Son) Edith Mies (J. Mies’ mother) 

Walt Erchinger Keith Simon (B. Hurt’s son-in-law) 

Sandy Godbey (J. Godbey’s mother) Stanley Stephenson (D. Stephenson’s father) 

Marlene Hartsook (R. Ford’s sister) Family of Vicki Vogt 

Marian McDougall (E.L. Denton’s friend) Family of Jacob Walter (Tice’s great nephew) 

  Sharon Walter (Tice’s sister-in-law) 

Please pray for all our members who are homebound, residing in care facilities, serving in the military or who are away 
from their family and friends.  

Peace in Our Communities and In Our World 

Please keep Lesa informed of members or friends that need to be placed on the list by leaving a note in the office or offering plate or 
sending an email to Centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net. 
 
 

 

 

 

Nonagenarians 
May 17 Mary Rose Satorius 10953 Smith Avenue, Petersburg, IL  62675 

Octogenarians 
May 26 Nancy VanEtten Mason City Area Nursing Home, 520 N. Price St.,

  PO Box 32, Mason City, IL  62664 

Happy Birthday 
May 1 Ben Kiningham 

May 9 Rebecca Rowe 

May 9 Michael Roberts 

May 9 Matthew Roberts 

May 9 Lloyd Schafer 

May 11 Ashley Kveton 

May 12 Rhonda Plaeger 

May 15 Cory Willhite 

May 19 Allison Buehner 

May 25 Heidi Phillips 

May 29 Talon Noel 

May 31 Jan Costello

Happy Anniversary
May 24 Matt & Kristina Hutton May 27 Alan & Gail Horn 

mailto:Centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net
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Church Attendance 
April 1 61  April 22 39 

April 8 35  April 29 36 

April 15 43    

Average Worship Attendance:  43 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ushers/Greeters 

Sunday, May 6 Jan Costello, Patrik Claussen, Marilyn Montgomery  

Sunday, May 13 Chris Ford, Rebecca Rowe, Dee Free 

Sunday, May 20 John Godbey, Jo Ann Morris, Rhonda Plaeger 

Sunday, May 27 Janene Tice, Janet Scheina, Rebecca Rowe 

  

Liturgist 

Sunday, May 6 Jim Satorius 

Sunday, May 13 Coleen Janssen 

Sunday, May 20 Cindy Godbey 

Sunday, May 27 Barbara Hurt 

Communion Liturgist 

Sunday, May 6 Beth Kiningham 

 

 Reminders 

Chimes Deadline 

 Please have your articles for the June Chimes submitted to the church office 
by Monday, May 14.  A Microsoft Word file or PDF document attached to an email 
is the preferred method of submission.  Our email address is 
centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net. 

 Memorial Day Observance 

 The Church office will be closed Monday, May 28 in observance of  

Memorial Day. 

  

PLEASE make sure 

to check the schedule 

when you receive the 

Chimes.  If you 

cannot fulfill your 

assigned roll, please 

get a replacement 

and notify the 

church office.  

mailto:centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net
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Scenes From Central 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


