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 This week I am moved by two conversations, seemingly unrelated. Two friends, one online and the other 

in-person, describe the epiphany of “seeing” something new within the familiar. My friend Tara has a PhD in 

psychology, is a former counseling professor, and now works with men, women, and children struggling to make a 

life in America’s toughest zip-codes. She writes, 

 In 2018, I kept hearing “we are so divided” when most of the divisions are systematic and ancient BUT it is 

only in 2018 that many people are becoming aware of the pains/realities of others previously unnoticed or imagined 

to be healed - and it is the awareness of those griefs, not their existence/newness that makes the hearer 

uncomfortable. 

 In 2019, may we grow braver in hearing and seeing the painful experiences of our neighbors—braver and 

not look away—and allow ourselves to be changed and deepened in our compassion and love for others. 

 Division heals through exposure, exploration, and peace creating. Avoidance breeds pain and loneliness. 

 The day before I read this, Rebecca told me a story of her Christmas shopping errand to a big-box store. 

She had been under considerable stress in recent months and felt especially heavy-spirited that day. As she and her 

daughter passed a Salvation Army Kettle, the Spirit nudged her to see a person, a young man, not just a bio-

mechanical prop ringing a bell. She paused and asked if he would like something to drink. Yes, he would. Then she 

thought maybe he’s hungry too. “Would you like something to eat?” “Well, I could go for a hotdog.” 

 After shopping, Rebecca returned with two hotdogs, a bag of chips, and a soda. Realizing he could not eat 

and continue bell-ringing, Rebecca, offered to take his place while he went inside for some warmth and sustenance. 

In that quarter-hour on the other side of the bell, Rebecca saw first-hand what most of us know, but try our best to 

ignore.  When we, the Christians-who-shop, walk past the bell-ringers, the panhandlers, and the willing-to-workers, 

we avert our eyes and walk briskly by with lowered heads. We focus elsewhere, lest we see real human beings in 

place of these non-threatening labels. 

 Dr. Tara is correct, it makes us uncomfortable to be aware of the grief or pain of others. This abstract 

concept is nothing new, but to admit it, to allow oneself to be confronted with the sin of avoidance, such 

vulnerability can prompt an epiphany in action. Rebecca grew in her own capacity for compassion and the 

heaviness she had felt dissipated into the frosty air. Those stressors and awaiting tasks did not suddenly disappear, 

but suddenly they weighed much less. 

 Christ tells us “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 

Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28ff) And what is Christ’s yoke but to look into 

the eyes of need and to share it? 

 It cost Rebecca $3.94 and fifteen minutes to “grow braver” in hearing, in seeing, and in sharing the 

experience of her neighbor. 

 Let 2019 be the year we all take that next step past division into sharing. Let 2019 be the year we each find 

a chance to spend four dollars’ worth of healing—fifteen minutes at a time. 

Blessings, 

Diane 
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Highlights of Regular Session Meeting, December 18, 2018 
 

 Congregational Meeting will be held in January 2019. Date has yet to be 

determined. 

 Next Session meeting is a joint meeting with the Deacons on January 17, 2019 starting with a 

potluck at 6 p.m.  

 Ebersolt Funds for 2018 to be divided between the PORTA Elementary and Central Schools, 

the COATS Program for 2019 and the remainder to the Menard County Senior Transport. 

 Per Capita amount has increased by $2.22 for a total of $34.22 per member 

Committee News 

Administration 

 Happy Holidays. What a wonderful 12 months we have experienced at Central. People- 

wise we watched and listened as Diane navigated to her CRE degree, wait it is called something 

different now, but means the same thing, and are blessed that Linda Claussen is working in the 

office.  Mark continues to march forward in preparing and keeping our church in top shape. For 

the facility, we have seen a major update to our heating and cooling system, as well as other 

subtle upkeep as the year has transgressed. 

 Please continue to ask questions and look for any member of the Admin team to answer 

those questions. 

 An obvious statement from this group: please continue stewardship efforts so that we can 

continue to build and grow at Central. 

Christian Education 

 The children’s Christmas Program was performed Sunday, December 9, with more than 50 

people in attendance.  The play was entitled, “Cows Don’t Low, They Moo!” a dramatic reading 

by John Plastow.  Ethan Satorius stole the show with his excellent and expressive reading!  Thank 

you, Ethan!  Thank you also to Jan Costello, Bob Sampson, the carolers, and the children in the 

nativity scene!   

          The food fellowship immediately following worship was also very well attended. Nearly all 

tables and chairs were filled!  We really appreciate all the people who came to see the children 

and enjoy Christmas fellowship here at Central.  A special THANK YOU goes to the children and 

their families and to everyone who brought food and helped with clean-up.  Thanks, also to Joe 

Churchmouse who greeted the little ones and gave them treat bags.  

 We continue to seek Sunday School teachers for the second semester of our Sunday School 

year, January through May, and hope for several volunteers to sign up.   

Worship 

 As we begin a new year, the Worship Committee would like to thank everyone who helped 

to make 2018 a special and blessed year. We appreciate all of the volunteers who helped to 

decorate, usher, speak, sing, serve communion, and otherwise add to the weekly worship service 

and special events. 
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 The Christmas in Petersburg concert was held on December 1. Many talented members of 

our congregation provided a beautiful concert of Christmas music to an enthusiastic audience. 

Thank you to all who participated. Our church is truly blessed. 

 We will take down and pack away the Christmas decorations after church on January 6, 

Epiphany Sunday. All who would like to help are welcome to join us. 

 The Worship Committee would love to have more members! Feel free to contact either 

Alice Studzinski or Pastor Diane if you would like to join us; or simply come to the next meeting. 

We meet on the second Sunday of each month immediately following the morning service. 

Upcoming dates: 

 January 6: Take down and put away the “greens” 

 January 6:   Epiphany Sunday 

 March 6:   Ash Wednesday 

 March 10:   First Sunday of Lent 

 April 14:   Palm Sunday 

 April 21:   Easter 

2019 Giving 

 It’s not too late to return your pledge cards for the 2019 calendar year.  Please 

do so no later than January 8.  The church counts on these pledge cards to help 

create a sensible budget and plan for revenue for the year.  Giving is an integral part of 

belonging to a church, and we very much appreciate any amount you can provide! 

 Offering envelopes are now available in the Narthex for those 

pledging in 2019 who indicated a need for a new box of envelopes.  In 2019, we 

will be making use of unused envelopes that were purchased for 2018.  As a 

result, dates have been covered and pledging members will not receive the same 

number you had in 2018. 

 THANK YOU to those who have saved envelopes from last year to be reused.  

As you use the leftover envelopes, please mark out the 2018 date and replace it 

with the current one. 

 PLEASE:  if you have unused envelopes from years past that you will not be 

using, put them in the basket in the Narthex, as they will be used in the pews. 

 The weekly offering counters very much appreciate you writing your name and the date on 

envelopes as you use them. 

Sunday School Teachers Needed  

 Would you teach one or two Sundays, here and there? Christian Education continues to 

seek Sunday school teachers for the second semester of our 2018-2019 Sunday School year, 

January through May, and new volunteers are needed and welcome to sign up.  Due to folks 

traveling, family commitments, etc, we need additional people that we can call on.  A sign-up 

calendar will be in the narthex.   
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C.O.A.T.S. 

Dear Church Members, 

 Thank you so very much for your continued generosity and kindness toward our 

students!  We were able to take 15 students shopping this year!  I also appreciate all of the 

volunteers who helped our students shop.  As always, the students are absolutely thrilled 

with their new items they so desperately needed!     

Have a blessed Christmas and New Year, 

Heidi Jacobus 
  

 COATS shopping was wonderful!  We took 15 PORTA High School and Junior High 

students shopping at Kohl’s on Tuesday, December 4, 2018.  Kohl’s gave us a 30% discount.  

Including the discount, each student had a total of $225.00 to spend.  We had a great dinner at 

Texas Roadhouse.  Massive amounts of rolls and peanuts were consumed! Between our generous 

congregation and the grant ($1453.00) we received from the Presbytery this year, we raised more 

than $3200.00!  Heidi Jacobus from PORTA is such a blessing.  She coordinates all the 

paperwork and anything else needed for the students to go shopping with us.  We had nine church 

members assist with the shopping this year:  Harriet and Will Carter, Beth Kiningham, Janet 

Scheina, Sherri Roberts, Camilla Long, Molly Hall, Lisa Willhite and Rebecca Rowe.  Sherri 

Roberts, Camilla Long and Molly Hall shopped with us for the first time.  Thank you to all our 

shoppers!  If you haven’t had the pleasure, please consider shopping with us next year.  Below are 

a few of the thank you notes we received from the students.   

 

 “Thank you so much for donating money for us.  I really needed the help with 

everything that has been going on in my life.  I really needed pants and cute shirts and 

that’s what I got.  I really appreciate this.  I haven’t felt this happy in a long time.” 

 “Thank you so much for giving me this opportunity.  You have no idea how much I 

appreciate this.  I got tons of socks, hats, sweatshirts, shoes and underwear.  A major thank 

you!” 

 “Thank you so much for raising so much money for us to be able to get the clothes 

and shoes we need.  I have been needing some new clothes and shoes for a while, and I’m 

very grateful.  It’s a great thing for everyone to come together for us and thanks to Texas 

Roadhouse and all the teachers and helpers that came with us.” 

Food Pantry Sunday 

 January 20, 2019 is Food Pantry Sunday.  For January, the pantry is in need of 

hamburger helper.  Any non-perishable food donations or monetary donations to the Pantry 

are always welcome and appreciated. 
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Diaper Bank Needs 

 The Diaper Bank, located at the Menard County Housing office, is in need of wipes, 

lotion, and baby wash and ointment.  Your donation of goods or monetary donations may be left 

in the Narthex or dropped off at the Menard County Housing office during regular business hours.   

Jerry Davis 

 In 2018, Central Presbyterian Church had one member pass away – Jerry Davis.  Jerry was 

a longtime member of this church and a friend to all.  His daughter, Marianne, wrote the 

following poem to and about her dad that she read at Jerry’s funeral.  We share this tribute with 

you. 

JUST YESTERDAY:  

A Poem for Dad 

 

Just yesterday we saw your face 

     And that twinkle in your eye. 

Just yesterday we heard your voice. 

     The memories make us cry. 

 

We saw your playful grin just yesterday. 

     What was behind that glee? 

What were you thinking at that moment, Dad? 

     Was it as mischievous as it seemed? 

 

Just yesterday you reminded us  

     How we loved the humor in your words. 

Even though we were often fearful 

     Your off-colored jokes would be overheard. 

 

Oh, and that belly laugh just yesterday? 

     How we loved to hear that sound! 

We laughed and laughed and laughed so hard 

     Not a dry eye could be found. 

 

It was just yesterday you were here with us. 

     Now you’re dancing with Mom in your arms. 

We know our Lord will bless you there 

     And keep you from all harm. 

 

Just yesterday we loved you. 

We’ll love you all our tomorrows, too. 

Just yesterday you dreamt of being with Mom. 

See, Dad?   Dreams really do come true. 
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Chimes Deadline 

 Please have your articles and pictures for the February 2019 Chimes submitted to the 

church office by Monday, January 14.  A Microsoft Word file attached to an email is the 

preferred method of submission.  Please reference Chimes article in the subject line.  Our 

email address is centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net.  If you have any suggestions as to what you 

may want to see in the Chimes, please email the church with any suggestions. 

 

 
 

Positive Psychology 

There is power in positive thinking. Positive emotions are linked with better health, longer life, 

and greater well-being. On the other hand, chronic anger, worry, and hostility increase the risk of 

developing heart disease. 

For some people, being happy comes naturally and easily. Others need to work at it. How does 

one go about becoming happier? That's where positive psychology comes in. This relatively new 

field of research has been exploring how people and institutions can support the quest for 

increased satisfaction and meaning. It has uncovered several routes to happiness: 

 Feeling good: seeking pleasurable emotions and sensations 

 Engaging fully: pursuing goals and activities that engage you fully 

 Doing good: searching for meaning outside yourself 

 Gratitude: expressing appreciation for what you have in your life 

 Savoring pleasure: placing your attention on pleasure as it occurs and consciously enjoying the 

experience as it unfolds 

 Being mindful: focusing your attention on what is happening at the moment and accepting it 

without judgment 

 Self-compassion: consoling yourself as needed, taking the time to nurture yourself, and 

building the motivation to try again. 

  

mailto:centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net
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Members 

Barb Churchill  Mary Rose Satorius Linda Williams 

Clara Jean Grosboll Marilyn Schafer Betsy Winkelmann 

Jo Ann Morris Janet Scheina  

Pastor Nominating Committee  

 

Friends of the Congregation: 

Walt Erchinger   Marian McDougall (E.L. Denton’s friend) 

Sandy Godbey (J. Godbey’s mother)  Edith Mies (J. Mies’ mother)   

Marlene Hartsook (R. Ford’s sister)   Lauren Woodly (J. Satorius’ friend) 

Dorothy Ludington (D. Ludington’s mother-in-law) 
 

Please pray for all our members who are homebound, residing in care facilities, serving in the military or who 

are away from their family and friends. 

Peace in Our Communities and In Our World 

 Please keep Diane informed of members or friends that need to be placed on the list by sending 

an email to pastorcentralpres@gmail.com or leaving a note in the office or offering plate.  

 

Worship Attendance 
December 2 33  December 23 39 

December 9 54  December 24  56 

December 16 47  December 30 23 

Average Worship Attendance:  42 
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Octogenarian 

January 8 Delores Free, 139 Balsam Knob, Petersburg, IL  62675 

Happy Birthday! 
January 2 Sherrie Leezer 

January 6 Lydia Winkelmann 

January 13 Lisa Willhite 

January 14 Harriet Carter 

January 16 Henry Phillips 

January 17 Steve Territo 

January 20 Paul Montgomery 

January 22 Greg Brown  

January 23 Grace Canady 

January 28 Chris Ford 

January 29 Ashley Rutz

Happy Anniversary! 
January 9 Paul & Marilyn Montgomery 

 

Ushers/Greeters 

Sunday, January 6 Camilla Long, Jerry Tice, Brian Satorius 

Sunday, January 13 Dee Free, Beth & Ben Kiningham 

Sunday, January 20 Chris Ford, Rhonda Plaeger, Bill Montgomery 

Sunday, January 27 Julia Territo, Dan Stephenson, Molly Buehner 

**Communion will be on January 6.    

Communion Liturgist 

Sunday, January 6 Alice Studzinski 

Liturgist 

Sunday, January 6 Linda Claussen 

Sunday, January 13 Marilyn Montgomery 

Sunday, January 20 Brian Satorius 

Sunday, January 27  Ben Kiningham 

If you cannot fulfill 

your duty as usher/ 

greeter/liturgist, please 

find someone to take 

your place.  Also, let 

the church office know 

of the changes.   
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             Scenes from Central  

December 9 

“Cows Don’t Low, They 

Moo!” 


