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The heavens are telling the glory of God; 

and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. 

Day to day pours forth speech, 

and night to night declares knowledge. 

There is no speech, nor are there words; 

their voice is not heard; 

yet their voice goes out through all the earth, 

and their words to the end of the world. 

--Psalm 19 

 I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.  

--Luke 19:40 

 Ah, Spring!  The season that reminds us of God’s handiwork for the sake of beauty.  For most of 

my life, the month of March was the herald of Spring.  The average last frost in “the old country” (Texas, 

that is) comes March 16.  For the younger me, March was the month of Spring Break, March Madness, 

planting gardens, and starting that summer tan!  Much has changed since those days; SPF ratings hold a 

special place for me now, the garden waits till Mother’s Day, and the lazy days of a week off school/work 

are replaced by the contemplative busyness of Holy Week.  

 Still, when the yellow fringe of the forsythia and the fresh scent of damp earth arrive as harbingers 

of the impending growing season, I am a little surprised and wholly awestruck every time.  The rebirth of 

flora is the voice of creation going out through all the earth in praise of the Creator! 

 During Lent, we remember our utter state of need wrought by sin and rebellion.  We lament our 

capacity for destruction and repent of our ruinous ambitions against God, neighbor, and self.  It all seems 

so overwhelming.  Just as my focus seems intractably glued to the mire and muck of broken humanity, I 

notice a little green fuzz at the tip of a tree branch, and my breath returns.  

 The leaves that will soon offer shade from the summer sun bring hope, as fragile and sure as a 

dewdrop, that life remains both a possibility and promise.  The psalmist and the Messiah attest to this 

promise.  Lest we humans forget our Maker, creation will not; from the heavens above to the stones 

below, the daybreak and the flower bud sing praises! 

 While we wait a little longer to safely plant tender shoots in the garden, let us join in singing the 

prelude of early Spring, rejoicing in the promised renewal of all creation.  

Blessings, 

Diane  
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Highlights of Regular Session Meeting, February 15, 2018  

 Easter Lilies can be ordered until March 14. Order forms are in Chimes and on a table in the 

Narthex. The church will order the lilies. 

 Palm Sunday Breakfast will be March 25, 2018 

 Central hosts Good Friday service on March 30, 2018 at 7 p.m. Rick Williams will preach. Central 

provides a coffee/dessert reception.  

 National Day Of Prayer is May 1, 2018 

 Soup & Salad Luncheon to be held on November 6, 2018 

Committee News 

Administration 

 Ordinary is ok this time of year, that is the theme of our group.  Boilers are maintaining, and we 

have no other major building issues.  Q1, quarter 1, is always burdensome against our budget, as that is 

when some annual bills are paid.  We continue to desire feedback from the congregation to better serve.  

Take care, 

Administration Team 

Worship 

 The Lenten season is upon us quickly!  During Holy Week, we will have a Maundy Thursday 

service, and we will also host a Community Good Friday service.  After the community service, we are 

having a coffee and dessert fellowship.  We would appreciate help in providing the desserts for that 

evening. 

 Central is blessed with an abundance of musical talent.  We are extending an invitation to all who 

can help us celebrate the Easter season by enhancing our Sunday worship service with music, both vocal 

and instrumental.  Contact Diane or Alice so that we can incorporate your piece at the appropriate part of 

the service.  

 We have had to cancel church a few times this winter because of bad or dangerous weather 

conditions.  If you think that church might be cancelled and you have not yet received notification, please 

call your deacon or any member of Session.  We don’t like to cancel Sunday services, but the safety of 

our members is important! 

Palm Sunday Breakfast 

 Our annual Palm Sunday breakfast will be held Sunday, March 25, serving between 9:00 and 

9:45 before worship.  The menu consists of assorted egg casseroles, muffins, fresh fruit, juice, and 

coffee.  If you don't wish to eat, then come and visit over a cup of coffee or  

some juice. 

 This has traditionally been a youth group activity.  Since all of our youth have 

graduated, we are asking members of the congregation to please help by preparing food or 

helping serve/clean-up.  We will plan for minimal clean-up so everyone gets to worship on 

time.  A sign-up sheet will be in the narthex.   

 We hope you will plan to join us!  This has always been one of our most popular 

fellowships.   

Christian Education Committee  
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 Men’s Prayer Breakfasts Women’s Bible Study 
 Wednesday Mornings Wednesday Mornings 

 7 a.m. Breakfast; 7:30 a.m. Service 9:30 a.m. Refreshments; 10 a.m. Service 

March 7 Petersburg Church of Christ Atterberry Community Baptist Church 

March 14 St Paul’s Evangelical Free Church United Methodist Church 

March 21 United Methodist Church First Baptist Church 

March 28 Bethlehem Lutheran Church 

 The men will meet each Wednesday at 7 a.m.  The women gather Wednesdays for refreshments at 

9:30 a.m. with the program starting at 10:00 a.m.  The women will be reading the last five chapters of 

“Becoming a Woman of Faith” by Cynthia Heald. 

Sunny Acres Worship 

 We are hosting music at the Sunny Acres worship service on March 4 and 18.  Petersburg Church 

of Christ will provide the rest of the worship service.  Please come and sing out loud as we share worship 

with our brothers and sisters who cannot join us!   

One Great Hour of Sharing 

 One Great Hour of Sharing envelopes are now available in the pews.  The fish coin boxes are 

available in the Narthex.  One Great Hour of Sharing coin boxes and offering will be collected on Palm 

Sunday, March 25. 

PORTA Ministerial Association Update 

Holy Week Services 

Good Friday Service @ 7:00 p.m. March 30 hosted by Central Presbyterian 

Easter Sunrise Service @ 6:43 a.m. April 1 at Oakland Cemetery 

Other Events 

National Day of Prayer: Thursday, May 3 @ noon on the SW lawn of the courthouse 

PORTA H.S. Baccalaureate:  Sunday, May 20 @ 7:30 p.m. at the high school 

Gospel Sing: Sunday, September 16 @ 6:30 p.m. New Salem Park 

 Central is hosting the Good Friday Service for the community.  We are to provide dessert and 

coffee reception afterward.  A sign-up sheet for desserts and hosts is in the Narthex. 

 St Peter’s Catholic Church sponsors a Fish Fry from 5:00-7:00 p.m. each Friday night in Lent  

(last one is March 23). 

Countryside Birthday Party 

 The Deacons will be hosting the Countryside Estates Birthday Party on Wednesday, March 21 at  

1:00 p.m.    
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Thank You! 

This month the congregation of Central is grateful to three of our financially minded members:  

John Godbey, Linda Claussen, and Rebecca Rowe.  Earlier in February, these members spent a day 

auditing the financial records of all of the accounts held by Central.  John and Linda have done it now for 

three years; Rebecca joined them this year.   

We sincerely appreciate you all for giving of your time and talents to complete this necessary, but 

somewhat daunting, task for us! 

Food Pantry Sunday is March 18, 2018 

  The third Sunday of each month is Food Pantry Sunday.  For March, the Pantry is in need 

of peanut butter and jelly.  Any non-perishable food donations or monetary donations to the Pantry 

are always welcome and appreciated.  Thank you! 

Diaper Bank Needs 
  The Diaper Bank, located at the Menard County Housing office, is in need of the following items for 

March:  monetary donations.  Your donation of goods or monetary donations may be left in the Narthex or 

dropped off at the Menard County Housing office during regular business hours.   

Church Directory Corrections 

 New address:  Vicki Johnson 

       2540 Chapel Hill Road 

       Springfield, IL  62702 

 Phone number correction:  Rich Ford   217-474-9302 

Assistive Equipment Available 

 The church has been blessed with donations that can be borrowed when struggling with 

temporary limited mobility.  We have 2 walkers and a wheel chair available for members/friends to 

use as needed.  Please contact Lesa in the church office to check out these aids, and also let her 

know when you return them.  They are located under the coat rack in the Narthex. 

Upcoming Local Blood Drives

PORTA High School 

Friday, March 2 

9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Library, 17651 Blue Jay Road 

To sign up, email Kim Perez at 

kperez@porta202.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunny Acres 

Tuesday, March 13 

12:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

19130 Sunny Acres 

To schedule an appointment, call the 

Community Blood Center at 217-241-7550  

mailto:kperez@porta202.org
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Members: 

Barb Churchill  

Jerry Davis 

 

Jo Ann Morris 

Ruth Ann Sampson 

 

Mary Rose Satorius 

Marilyn Schafer 

Friends of the Congregation: 

Sandy Godbey (J. Godbey’s mother)    Edith Mies (J. Mies’ mother) 

Family of Zachary Kyes (Hannah Kyes’ brother-in-law) Keith Simon (B. Hurt’s son-in-law) 

Marian McDougall (E.L. Denton’s friend)    

Please pray for all our members who are homebound, residing in care facilities, serving in the military or who are away from 
their family and friends.  

Peace in Our Communities and In Our World 

Please keep Lesa informed of members or friends that need to be placed on the list by sending an email to 
Centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net or leaving a note in the office or offering plate. 

 

Nonagenarians 

March 2 Raymond Montgomery, 709 Oakland, P.O. Box 13, Petersburg, IL  62675 

March 15 Barry Free, 139 Balsam, Petersburg, IL  62675 

Happy Birthday! 
March 1 Priscilla Reynolds 

March 2 Kayla Gerdes 

 Ken Morris 

March 6 Kristina Hutton 

March 11 Phil Deverman 

March 12 Gary Gerdes 

March 15 Jo Ann Morris 

March 17 Betsy Winkelmann 

 Christopher Carter 

March 22 Pat Claussen 

March 24 Janet Scheina 

March 27 Austin Godbey 

March 28 Amalie McLin 

Happy Anniversary! 
March 26 Dee & Marion Ring 
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Attendance 
 

February 4 45  February 18 36 

February 11 *  February 25 40 

Average Worship Attendance: 40 

Ash Wednesday Service - 23 

*Church canceled due to weather 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ushers/Greeters 

Sunday, March 4 Marilyn Montgomery, Jan Costello, Bob Sampson 

Sunday, March 11 Rich Ford, John & Cindy Godbey 

Sunday, March 18 Brian Satorius Family  

Sunday, March 25 Bill Montgomery, Marilyn Montgomery, Janet Scheina 

Thursday, March 29 Brian Satorius, Jane Stephenson, Rebecca Rowe 

Friday, March 30 Jerry & Janene Tice 

Communion Liturgist 

Sunday, March 4 Patrik Claussen 

Sunday, March 11 Jerry Tice 

Sunday, March 18 Alice Studzinski 

Sunday, March 25 Rebecca Rowe 

Thursday, March 29 Alice Studzinski 

Liturgist 

Sunday, March 4 Dan Stephenson 

Sunday, March 11 Chris Ford 

Sunday, March 18 Alice Studzinski 

Sunday, March 25 Rhonda Plaeger 

Thursday, March 29 Alice Studzinski 

2018 Per Capita 

 The Per Capita amount for each member for 2018 is $32.  If you did not get a new box of Giving 

envelopes, please use a separate envelope and clearly mark it as your Per Capita donation.    

If you cannot fulfill 

your duty as usher/ 

greeter/liturgist, 

please find someone 

to take your place.  

Also, let the church 

office know of the 

changes.   
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Chimes Deadline 
 Please have your articles for the April Chimes submitted to the church office by 

Monday, March 12.  It might seem that is deadline is early.  However, due to 

Lent and Easter activities, we need Chimes submission by the 12th so you can get 

the Chimes and calendar on time.  A Microsoft Word file attached to an email is 

the preferred method of submission.  Our email address is 

centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net. 

 If you have any suggestions as to what you may want to see in the Chimes, please email 

the church (centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net) with any suggestions.  This is your newsletter! 

  

mailto:centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net
mailto:centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net
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Easter Lilies Order Form 

 

One of the highlights of our Easter Sunday service is seeing the beautiful Easter lilies donated in 

honor or in memory of our loved ones.  If you would like to participate in this wonderful symbol of 

life everlasting, please complete the form below and return it, with a check written to Central 

Presbyterian Church in the amount of $16.75, to the church office by noon, March 14, 2018.   
 

If you want to purchase your lily elsewhere, please feel free to do so, but still return the form below 

so that we may include the names in the Easter Sunday bulletin.  Thank you. 

 

Please use a separate form for each lily, but you can write one check for multiples. 

 

 

 Please print below the name(s) of the person(s) to be honored or remembered exactly as you 
wish it to appear in the church bulletin. 

 

 Please HONOR ____________________________________________________ 

 

 OR 

 

 REMEMBER (a deceased loved one) _______________________________________ 

 

 Please print below the name(s) of the person(s) donating the lily exactly as you wish it to 
appear in the church bulletin. 

 

 ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Please put an X by your choice below. 

 

_____My check to Central Presbyterian Church is 

attached for $_______ ($16.75 each). 

 

OR 

 _____I will bring my own lily to the church on Saturday 

morning, March 31, 2018. 


