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 Wow, another month has flown by and it is July!  That means Vacation Bible School is coming up 

fast.  At the end of the month, Central will be hosting our community VBS sponsored by Central 

Presbyterian, Petersburg United Methodist, First Christian, and St. Paul’s Evangelical Free Churches.  

Co-op VBS news can be found elsewhere in this publication, but here I want to share a few thoughts on 

the history of VBS, courtesy of Google.  

 Search results for the original concept of religious instruction during the summer recess from 

school yields a mixed bag of beginnings. Patheos traces the origin of Bible school to Montreal in 1877. 

The summer model with which we are familiar, was developed in the early 1900’s in New York when 

“Robert G. Boville, executive secretary of the New York City Baptist Board of Missions.  “He had a 

concern,” write James E. Reed and Ronnie Prevost, “that children of New York be given religious 

instruction during their idle summers to keep them out of trouble and develop patterns for productive and 

upright adult living.”  Or as Eavey put it: “The vacation church school was started to gather idle children 

into unused churches where unoccupied teachers might keep them busy in a wholesome way in a 

wholesome environment.” 

 Another origin with local connection begins with the wife of a Methodist pastor named D.G. 

Miles, who started an interdenominational summer Bible school in Hopedale, Illinois.  Each child paid 

one dollar to register, and the American Bible Society provided Scriptures to those who didn’t already 

own a copy. 

 Perhaps the most colorful attribution goes to Eliza Hawes, who, in 1898 served as the children’s 

ministry director at New York City’s Baptist Church of the Epiphany.  She organized an “Everyday Bible 

School.”  Originally held at a rented beer hall, attendance plummeted in 1900 when Epiphany’s pastor 

insisted on relocating to the church itself. 

 Perhaps some of our reasons are the same, some have changed.  Children today, rather than being 

idle are often overly scheduled.  We do not charge a registration fee, not even a dollar – which would 

have been more than nominal in pre-1920 Illinois.  And we never even considered locating Bible school 

in a beer hall!  

One thing that remains constant – VBS is a vital method toward achieving the church’s primary 

responsibility.  In all four gospels, Jesus’ final words to his followers are instructions to take his message 

into the world; In Matthew Jesus says, go make disciples and teach them as he instructed, Mark’s 

verbiage – “proclaim the good news to the whole creation.”  Luke’s Jesus says, “you are my witnesses . . . 

I am sending you,” and John makes the point with the familiar image “Do you love me? . . . [tend and] 

feed my sheep.”  Whichever verb you choose, through VBS and many other methods, we are teaching, 

proclaiming, witnessing, tending and feeding.  

Blessings, 

Diane 

  

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/anxiousbench/2017/06/vbs-brief-history/
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Highlights of Session Meeting, June 2018 

Chimes published before Session meeting. 

Committee News 

Administration 

 Ladies and gentleman, we have a work zone at Central!! We have a new window air 

conditioner in the Fellowship Hall and new storage cabinets in the closet behind the kitchen. 

Finally, as many know, Smith Plumbing and Heating is well underway with our boiler 

replacement—in fact the new central air conditioner unit is up and running. 

 If you would like to contribute to the MMF to assist with our boiler replacement, please 

reach out to the office. 

 Beyond that, we continue to monitor financials and grounds at the church. 

 Have a safe and fun summer.  Happy 4th of July. 

Christian Education 

 Preparations are under way for the Co-op Vacation Bible School, which will be held at 

Central Presbyterian Church July 30-Aug 3, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  The theme will be Rolling River 

Rampage.  If you are available to help any of that week or have questions, please contact Beth 

Kiningham at 632-2767.  Registration is at http://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/Petersburgvbs 

Mission/Outreach 

 Summer Lunch Program:  Several of our church members served lunch to youth in our 

community the week of June 18 at the Georg Street Community Center.  Attendance was low the 

first day (7) and then blossomed as the week progressed.  There were 29 kids who came for lunch 

and activities on Friday!  I want to give an extra THANK YOU to Beth Kiningham and Rhonda 

Plaeger for taking the lead for the week.  My foot surgery was moved up and I was not able to be 

there.   

 Thank you to all the folks who helped out with food preparation, serving, clean-up, 

organizing activities for the children, and the homemade goodies!  Thanks to Pastor Diane, Mary 

Gheen, Linda Williams, Cindy Godbey, Alice Studzinski, Barbara Hurt, Harriet and Will Carter, 

Janene Tice, Sherri Roberts, Coleen Janssen, Hannah Kyes, and Heidi Phillips.  Also, thanks to 

those who made a financial contribution. 

Worship  

 Summer Worship Enhancement:  There are still several Sundays on which you can share 

your special talents with Central! Volunteers simply need to sign-up on the sheet in the Narthex. 

We can have music for the prelude and/or the worship enhancement time slot. You may also 

show a video, read a poem or story, or share other creative talents.  

 The new “Last Sunday Summer Worship Service” has begun!  Join us in the Fellowship 

Hall instead of the sanctuary on the last Sunday of June, July, and August for a fellowship 

breakfast potluck followed by a devotional service including a possible hymn sing. 

http://rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/Petersburgvbs
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 Special Cloth Coverings for Communion Elements:  Do you have a talent for sewing, 

cross-stitch, embroidery, etc.? The Worship Committee would like to use special, dedicated cloth 

coverings for the communion elements. We could use one or 2 cloths for general use, and maybe 

some special ones for Christmas, Easter, and other special seasons. Contact a committee member 

or Diane for more information.  

Upcoming events: 

 The committee will be hosting a party this fall to make Chrismon decorations for Advent. 

More later…… 

 Worship in the Park will be September 16. 

Church Office in Transition 

 Until a new administrative assistant can be hired, our church office hours will be very 

flexible.  If you plan to stop by, it is suggested that you call first to be sure there is someone 

present.    

 We would like to create a list of volunteers who would be willing to sit in the office at 

times to answer the phone and take messages.  If you are interested, please call the church office 

(632-2651) or Rhonda Plaeger (899-2582).  It will be helpful to indicate your availability—days, 

hours.  We will use volunteers only as needed when Diane must be out of the office.   

Items Needed for Vacation Bible School 

Decorations 

 This year we are taking a woodsy river adventure for VBS. You may 

have some things we need lying around or may come across items at garage 

sales or thrift stores.  Here's what we know we need for decor; you may think 

of other things that would enhance the theme: 

 stuffed animals of woodland creatures 

 artificial trees or potted plants 

 personal watercraft, e.g. rafts, kayaks, inner tubes, oars. (We won't be using them on real 

water) 

 camp chairs, stove, tent 

 fishing poles 

 any camping accessories 

 If you have or wish to procure any of the following items that you would be willing to loan 

or donate, please let us know ASAP.  Please put donated/borrowed items in the quilter’s 

room/library. 

Snacks 

 We will be preparing a snack for the children and adults at VBS each night.  Could you 

help provide some of the needed ingredients?  Some of the items we will be using include:  fish 

crackers, pretzel rods, chocolate pudding mix, Oreos, milk, cool whip, string cheese, apples, mini 

marshmallows, large marshmallows, milk chocolate chips, bear-shaped graham cracker snacks, 

graham crackers, plates, cups, sucker sticks.  A tree with tags will be placed in the narthex with 
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specific items.  Please take the tag and write your name on the list located on the table.  

Contributions can be placed in the plastic bins in the library.  Please check the tree often—new 

tags may be added as additional needs are identified.  Any questions can be directed to Rhonda 

Plaeger at 899-2582 (call or text).   

Volunteers 

 Volunteers are needed and welcome!  The sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.   

Diane:  pastorcentralpres@gmail.com, 632-2651 

Beth:  bethkin8@gmail.com, 652-9420 

Church:  centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net, 632-2651 

Food Pantry Needs 

 Food Pantry Sunday is July 15 at CPC.  For July, the pantry is in need of peanut 

butter and jelly.  Any non-perishable food donations or monetary donations to the Pantry 

are always welcome and appreciated. 

Diaper Bank Needs 

 The Diaper Bank, located at the Menard County Housing office, is in need of the following 

items for July:  Size 5 & 6 Diapers and baby wipes.  Your donation of goods or monetary donations 

may be left in the Narthex or dropped off at the Menard County Housing office during regular 

business hours.   

Address Change 

Jerry Davis 

Sunny Acres Nursing Home, Room 242, 

19130 Sunny Acres Road, Petersburg, IL  62675 

Jerry no longer has his cell phone.  He can be reached at: 632-2334, ask for room 242 

  

mailto:pastorcentralpres@gmail.com
mailto:bethkin8@gmail.com
mailto:centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net
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Where? 
Central Presbyterian Church, 210 W. Douglas, Petersburg 

When? 
July 30—Aug. 3 

What time? 
6 p.m.—8 p.m. 

Register at rrr.cokesburyvbs.com/PetersburgVBS 
For more information, call Central Presbyterian office at 

217-632-2651 or email bethkin8@gmail.com 

  

mailto:bethkin8@gmail.com
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Heat Illness 

Be on guard when it’s hot 

For many, summertime means warm, sun-filled days 

with a long list of enjoyable possibilities — picnics, 

boating and sipping iced tea on the porch. But as 

outside temperatures rise, your internal body 

temperature still needs to stay within a tight range. 

The body rids itself of excess heat as needed, mainly 

by cooling by evaporation of sweat.  

 However, these mechanisms can only do so 

much.  

 Heat illness is a broad term for signs and 

symptoms that can occur when your body’s cooling 

mechanisms become overwhelmed and your body 

temperature climbs too high. This can occur fairly 

rapidly if you’re exerting yourself or exercising in 

hot weather. Or it can develop slowly over days — 

even without exertion. This most commonly occurs 

in older adults who have risk factors for heat illness 

and limited access to air conditioning.  

 Heat illness can range from mild to severe 

and can even be life-threatening. Thoughtful 

precautions can prevent most heat illness, but if it 

does occur, recognizing early signs and taking 

corrective action are crucial.  

Staying cool  

 Older adults are at elevated risk of heat-

related illness in part because with age, many of the 

body’s natural cooling mechanisms decline and 

don’t work as well. Certain diseases and conditions 

— such as heart and lung diseases, diabetes, obesity, 

poor fitness, impaired mobility, or cognitive issues 

— also can interfere with natural cooling 

mechanisms. So too can certain prescription drugs, 

such as diuretics for blood pressure, beta blocker 

heart drugs, antidepressants and antihistamines. The 

best way to prevent heat illness during hot weather is 

to stay in an air-conditioned place. If you’re going to 

be in the heat, take the following steps to prevent 

heat illness:

 

 

 

■ Drink right — Increase your intake of cool, 

nonalcoholic beverages that aren’t too sugary. If 

your doctor has given you guidelines for fluid or salt 

intake, ask if those guidelines change in hot weather. 

■ Cool down — Cold baths, showers or swimming 

can help you cool down. Fans can help to a point, but 

they aren’t effective when temperatures rise into the 

upper 90s. Take frequent breaks in the shade or in a 

cool space.  

■ Dress for the weather — Wear loose-fitting, light 

clothing that allows air to flow over your skin. 

Protect yourself from the sun and sunburn by staying 

in the shade, wearing a widebrimmed hat and using 

generous amounts of sunscreen reapplied often.  

■ Take it easy during the hottest parts of the day — 

Plan errands and activities for the morning or 

evening when it’s likely to be cooler. Dial back your 

pace in hot weather and take more-frequent breaks in 

the shade or air conditioning. This is particularly true 

if you have a rapid increase in heat exposure, such as 

through air travel or going from being mostly in air 

conditioning to spending a lot of time outdoors. ❒  
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Members: 

Barb Churchill 

Jerry Davis 

Jo Ann Morris 

Ruth Ann Sampson 

Mary Rose Satorius  

Marilyn Schafer 

Janet Scheina 

Linda Williams 

Betsy Winkelmann 

Pastor Nominating Committee 

Friends of the Congregation: 

Family of Beverly Buehner  

 (J. Buehner’s mother) 

Walter Erchinger 

Family of Bill Fricke 

Sandy Godbey (J. Godbey’s mother) 

Marlene Hartsook (R. Ford’s sister) 

Marian McDougall (E.L Denton’s friend) 

Edith Mies (J. Mies’ mother) 

Keith Simon (B. Hurt’s son-in-law) 

Family of Lynn Serena 

Family of John Standish 

Stanley Stephenson (D. Stephenson’s father) 

Kayla Virgin (M.E. Allen’s step-great 

granddaughter) 

Sharon Walter (Tice’s sister-in-law) 

Peace in Our Communities and In Our World 

***Please help keep this list up to date.  When there are changes, please make a note on this page, and 
leave in church office or email Lesa with the change. 

Chimes Deadline 
Please have your articles for the August Chimes submitted to the church office by 
Monday, July 16.  A Microsoft Word file attached to an email is the preferred 
method of submission.  Our email address is centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net. 

 

 

 

Ushers/Greeters 

Sunday, July 1 Camilla Long, Jerry Tice, Brian Satorius 

Sunday, July 8 Dee Free, Linda Williams, Barbara Hurt 

Sunday, July 15 Brianne Satorius, Ethan Satorius, Janet Scheina 

Sunday, July 22 Chris Ford, Janene Tice, Dan Stephenson 

Sunday, July 29 Rhonda Plaeger, Sherri Roberts, Bill Montgomery 

Liturgist 

Sunday, July 1 Bob Sampson 

Sunday, July 8 Marilyn Montgomery 

Sunday, July 15 Brian Satorius 

Sunday, July 22 Ben Kiningham 

Sunday, July 29 Barb Sampson 

Communion Liturgist 

Sunday, July 1 Jane Stephenson  

If you cannot fulfill 

your duty as usher/ 

greeter/liturgist, 

please find someone 

to take your place.  

Also, let the church 

office know of the 

changes.   

mailto:centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net
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Worship Attendance 

June 3 27  June 17 33 

June 10 30  June 24 35 

     

Average Worship Attendance:  31  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Octogenarian  
July 23 Robert Sampson 16747 Tice Rd., Petersburg, IL  62675 

July 28 Jerry Davis Sunny Acres Nursing Home, Room 61,  

  19130 Sunny Acres Road, Petersburg, IL  62675 

July 31 Dale Satorius 10953 Smith Avenue, Petersburg, IL  62675 

Happy Birthday! 
July 2 Kyle Winkelmann 

July 3 Brianne Satorius 

July 8 Gail Horn 

July 8 Barbara Sampson 

July 9 Laurelyn Roberts 

July 13 Kyle Stark 

July 17 Diane Ludington 

July 20 Ethan Stephenson 

July 22 John Buehner 

July 23 Ruth Stark 

July 24 Gene Horn 

July 24 Ethan Satorius 

July 28 Stephanie Wankel 

July 30 Carrie Winkelmann 

Happy Anniversary! 
July 8 Rich & Chris Ford 

July 10 Tim & Melissa Groh 

July 21 Mark & Pam Albrecht 

July 22 Ron & Susie Sanert

July 23 Steve & Rhonda Plaeger 

July 24 Kyle & Stephanie Wankel 

July 30 Brent & Peggy Carter 
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May/June Scene s at Central 

Christian Education Sunday 
May 27 

Prepping food for the  
Summer Lunch Youth Program 

 

June 24 Service and Potluck 


