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Paul wrote these beloved verses in a time and place, far removed from our own, yet they still ring 

true.  How do you see these truths lived out in your own context? 

1 Corinthians 13  

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong 

or a clanging cymbal.  If I have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, 

and if I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.  If I give all I possess 

to the poor and give over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does 

not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.  It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always 

perseveres. 

Love never fails.  But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they 

will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away.  For we know in part and we prophesy in 

part, but when completeness comes, what is in part disappears.  When I was a child, I talked like a child, 

I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child.  When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind 

me.  For now we see only a reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face.  Now I know in part; 

then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

And now these three remain:  faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is love. 

1st Corinthians 13: A Christmas Version  

If I decorate my house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of twinkling lights and shiny balls, but 

do not show love to my family, I’m just another decorator.  If I slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens 

of Christmas cookies, preparing gourmet meals and arranging a beautifully adorned table at mealtime, 

but do not share the true meaning of Christmas, I’m just another cook. 

If I work at the soup kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give all that I have to charity, but do 

not demonstrate kindness to strangers, it profits me nothing.  If I trim the spruce with shimmering angels 

and snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday parties and sing in the choir but do not focus on Christ, I 

have missed the point. 

Love stops the cooking to hug the child.  Love sets aside the decorating to kiss the husband.  

Love is kind, though harried and tired.  Love doesn’t envy another’s home that has coordinated 

Christmas china and table linens.  Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way but is thankful they 

are there to be in the way.  Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in return but rejoices in 

giving to those who can’t. 

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, and endures all things.  Love never 

fails. 

Video games will break, pearl necklaces will be lost, golf clubs will rust, but giving the gift of 

love will endure.  “And now these three remain:  faith, hope and love.  But the greatest of these is love.” 

         --Author Unknown 

 

Blessings,    Diane        
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Highlights of Regular Session Meeting, November 15, 2018 

 December 9, 2018:  Christmas Program will be during the worship service with fellowship to 

follow.  Sign-up sheet is in the narthex to bring fellowship finger foods. 

 Money for the COATS program will be collected through Sunday, December 2, 2018. 

Shopping date for the students will be December 4, 2018.  If interested in going, the plan is 

to leave PORTA High School around 2:00 p.m.  Those of you who would like to help with 

the shopping can also meet up at Kohl's.  Mission Outreach Committee received a grant in 

the amount of $1,453.00 from the Presbytery to be used in accordance with our COATS 

Program.  

 December 24, 2018:  Christmas Eve service to start at 10:00 p.m. 

 January 6, 2019:  Stripping of the Greens following worship. 

 Next Presbytery Meeting to be held in February 2019. 

 Reminder to turn in your 2019 pledge cards to the church office. 

PNC Announcement to Congregation—Nov. 2018 

Your Pastor Nominating Committee has been meeting regularly since August 15.  The 

focus of the initial work of the committee was preparing a Ministry Information Form (MIF).  

The MIF is a document prepared by churches with pastoral vacancies which is posted to the 

Presbyterian online system for matching with pastors seeking positions in a Presbyterian church.  

In essence, this is our ‘Want Ad.’  Information from the recent Mission Study and the listening 

sessions held a couple years ago was used in creating our document.   

Due to our current financial constraints and the pastoral vacancies in Presbyterian 

churches in our area, we took to Session the idea of yoking.  With yoking, 2 or more churches 

share and benefit from the leadership of a full-time ordained pastor, which would be an easier 

position to fill.  Session is not interested in considering yoking at this time.  Therefore, we will 

be searching for a part-time ordained pastor or a Commissioned Lay Pastor.   

Our MIF has been approved by our Session.  Some of the highlights of our MIF include 

searching for: 

 a person with a minimum of 2 years’ experience; 

 a compassionate, preaching and worship leader with strong spiritual maturity; 

 a communicator with technological proficiency; 

 a leader for the congregation who will strengthen the bonds and foster a willingness to 

work together; 

 a person who will be active in the community. 

The MIF will now go to Presbytery of Great Rivers’ Committee on Ministry on 

December 4.  Once we have received approval from them, the information will be uploaded.  

We will then be notified when matches are made.  We are told that we will receive a block of up 

to 10 potential applicants in the first notification.  The PNC will then evaluate and move 

forward as appropriate.   

Your continued prayers are appreciated for PNC members as they work toward the end 

goal of permanently filling our pulpit:  Co-Chairs Camilla Long and Rhonda Plaeger, and 

members Emma Lou Denton, Cindy Godbey, Coleen Janssen, Bob Sampson, Jim Satorius, and 

Jane Stephenson.  We welcome comments; however, please understand and respect the process 

that does not allow PNC members to share information about candidates. 
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Committee News 

Administration 

 Happy fall, yep it is not winter yet.  Thank you for your continued patience with our 

new heating and cooling system as we fine tune the settings.  Your administration team is busy 

with budgetary preparations for 2019, and with that said, this is a reminder to get pledge cards 

turned back into the office.  Beyond reconciling financials as the year ends and church 

winterization, I close with a statement to reach out to your admin team if there are questions or 

issues around the church. 

Happy Holidays, Administration Team 

Christian Education 

 The Christian Education Committee will be offering a special program performed by 

children and adults during church on Sunday, December 9.  The short dramatic reading is 

entitled, “Cows Don’t Low; They Moo!” written by John Plastow.   

Our “finger-food fellowship” will immediately follow worship downstairs.  Joe 

Churchmouse will also pay us a visit after church and will have treat bags for the children.   

Worship 

 Worship Committee and Christian Education are presenting a Christmas Drama entitled, 

"Cows Don't Low, They Moo" during the December 9 worship service.  Finger-food fellowship 

will follow worship service.  

 The Choir is presenting a Cantata entitled, "Nowell, Nowell, Emmanuel" during the 

December 16 worship service. 

 In order to spiritually enhance the season, communion will be served at each Sunday 

service during Advent. 

 Our annual Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be held on Monday, December 24 at 

10:00 p.m.  Please bring your family and make this beautiful service part of your Christmas 

celebration! 

 Thank you to all who created the beautiful Chrismons and helped to decorate the church 

for Advent.  Special thanks to Linda Claussen for coordinating the Chrismon craft days and 

Advent decorations!  This year, we were able to purchase a beautiful new Christmas tree with 

funds donated on Pentecost Sunday. 

 The usher/liturgist schedule for January-July 2019 is ready and is presently being 

distributed.  Thank you to all of you who volunteer for this extra service!  Please note that it is 

very helpful that you arrange for a substitute if you cannot serve on the day assigned.  Don’t 

forget to let the church office know of the change. 

 As 2019 begins, if any of you are considering joining a committee, the Worship 

Committee would love to have you. Feel free to contact either Alice Studzinski or Pastor Diane. 

We meet on the second Sunday of each month immediately following the morning service. 
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Christmas in Petersburg! 

 Churches across the county are donning their festive 

greenery, tinsel, and lights in anticipation of Advent 

season.  Our musicians rehearsed and our highly-skilled 

team of decorators created a beautiful setting that made the 

2018 Advent Concert at Central Presbyterian Church the 

finest yet!  

 Central Presbyterian Church hosted a program of 

instrumental and vocal music on Saturday, December 1, 

2018, from 12:00-1:00.  The haunting music of Advent 

began the program: “O Come, O come, Emmanuel” and “Let all Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” set 

the mood of anticipation.  We then celebrated with favorites such as “O Little Town of 

Bethlehem” and “The First Nowell” announcing the birth of the Christ Child. The Rejoicing set 

included “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” and concluded with a piano/organ duet of “The 

Hallelujah Chorus.” 

Performers included:  Linda Claussen, Emma Lou Denton, Rich Ford, Coleen Janssen, Carol 

O'Brien, Adam Power, Sherri Roberts, Julia Territo, Debbie Woods, and the Wildwood Strings.  

We also enjoyed homemade Christmas cookies and cider following the concert.  

2018 Giving 

Any giving that is intended for 2018 needs to be received by Sunday, December 30.  The 

last scheduled deposit will be December 31.  Any checks received after that date will not be 

deposited until after the first of 2019 and be recorded accordingly.   

Food Pantry Sunday 

 December 16, 2018 is Food Pantry Sunday.  For December, the pantry is in need of 

Hamburger Helper and canned pasta.  Any non-perishable food donations or monetary 

donations to the Pantry are always welcome and appreciated. 

Diaper Bank Needs 

 The Diaper Bank, located at the Menard County Housing office, is in need of the 

following items for December:  baby wipes, diaper ointment, baby lotion and baby shampoo.  

Your donation of goods or monetary donations may be left in the Narthex or dropped off at the 

Menard County Housing office during regular business hours.  

Chimes Deadline 

 Please have your articles for the January 2019 Chimes submitted to the church 

office by Monday, December 17.  A Word document attached to an email is the preferred 

method of submission.  Pictures are welcome and encouraged!  Our email address is 

centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net. 

  

mailto:centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net
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Reminders 

Annual Report Deadline:  Committee Chairs, submissions for the 2018 Annual 

Report are due in the church office by December 17, 2018.  

Check your worship schedule periodically.  If you cannot fulfill your assigned role, 

please get a replacement and notify the office! 

Church Office Closed in Observance of Christmas 

 The Church office will be closed Monday, December 24, and Tuesday, December 25, in 

observance of Christmas.  Please call Diane or your deacon if you have an emergency. 

An Article from “Good News from the Presbytery of Great Rivers” 

November 20, 2018 edition 

 While the Thanksgiving Holiday is now past, this message is important at all times.  We 

also mourn the loss of our dear Jerry Davis who went to our Lord on November 28, 2018.  Jerry 

Davis and Rev. Daniel will be greatly missed. 

A Word From Your Lead Presbyter For Transformation: 
 
Thanksgiving can be a difficult holiday. One reason is that it is a holiday founded on myths and lies--pilgrims did 
not come to peacefully immigrate into the existing Native American culture, or even to equitably share culture 
together; they came to replace it. Thanksgivings can be especially challenging after contentious national elections, 
when, based on what we have seen and heard, we may need to reconcile in real-time seeing beloved family 
members in a light we have never seen them before. 
  
There is also the myth that we are okay. The myth that we are fine. Sometimes, gestures of peace, unity, and 
positive spirits can feel like a lie. However, at the heart of our celebration efforts is a most divine spiritual exercise-
-not just giving thanks, but living thanks, not just because of our current condition, but in spite of it. I lift up here the 
distinction between celebrating a national day of Thanksgiving, and sharing a necessary moment of Thanks-living.  
  
Like many of you, I was shocked by the news that came out of Rock Creek Presbyterian Church in Tallula on 
Saturday, November 17th. Rev. David Daniel, who faithfully served that congregation for 14 years, was instantly 
killed in a vehicle collision west of Springfield. His wife, Rev. Kay Daniel, survived with only a few broken and 
fractured bones. The very next day, two congregations in our presbytery, the Rock Creek Presbyterian Church in 
Tallula and the First Federated Church of Clayton, gathered for Sunday worship to face preachers they had not 
planned to see. The plan was for Rock Creek to celebrate their 196th anniversary in just four short days with Rev. 
David Daniel. It was not their plan to experience a third pastor die while serving their congregation. In the midst of 
such realities, how can we center our thoughts on any kind of duty to feel thankful? 
 
In Luke 24, there is the story of the disciples on the Emmaus road, right after the death of Jesus. In their most 
honest hearts, this was not the plan. There was hope that Jesus would lead them into a brighter tomorrow. But now 
where were they to go? What were they to do? There are few moments in Scripture where the disciples face more 
grief, heartbreak, and shock. But their eyes are so laden with grief and pain that they cannot recognize Jesus joining 
them on the road. It is not until Jesus is at a table with the disciples, when he takes bread, and after giving thanks 
to God, he breaks it, and gives it to them...only then do their eyes open, and they recognize the risen Lord right in 
their midst.  
  
It is striking that it is precisely the moment that we feel most dejected that the divine chooses to meet us where we 
are--when we realize that Jesus was with us all along. Right in the center of our grief. God never leaves us.  
  
I am reminded here also of the power of presence--the power of walking with each other. There is something wholly 
sacred about saying, with or without words, "I am here." I am blown away by the number of texts and emails from 
across the presbytery offering prayers and pulpit assistance, how many pastors of neighboring denominations have 
been showing up to express their love and compassion. I even received a message from a local Springfield news 
anchor offering his sympathy for the Tallula community. For all of this and more, I am personally thankful.  
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Often at Thanksgiving, we say what we are thankful for. This is the exercise of being able to name the resources 
around us that give us life. At the close of worship at Rock Creek, we were invited to reflect on what we are thankful 
for--what resources remain available to us--and write it on a miniature pumpkin harvested from Kay's garden. One 
thing I noticed was that what was written down repeatedly were names, people. Even when asked on the day of 
the accident, one thing that Kay Daniel wanted the presbytery to know, was to "Hold your loved ones close."  
  
May we all embody a spirit of Thanks-living. May we hold our loved ones close. Bear one another's burdens. Name 
your most life-giving blessings explicitly. May we break through the myths and the lies that we are alone, somehow 
above the pain of suffering, so that the diamondshine of truth may pour forth--that you are loved. You are valued 
You are appreciated. You are necessary. You are blessed. Let us remember that one of the greatest gifts we 
have...is each other. 
  
In the name of the Risen and Resurrected Lord who gives us life, Have a Blessed Thanksliving! 
  
Rev. Ryan J. Landino, Lead Presbyter For Transformation 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Members: 

Barb Churchill  Mary Rose Satorius  Janet Scheina 

Family of Jerry Davis  Marilyn Schafer  Linda Williams 

Jo Ann Morris    Betsy Winkelmann 

Pastor Nominating Committee    

Friends of the Congregation: 
Family of Rev. David Daniel Marian McDougall (E.L. Denton’s friend) 

Walt Erchinger Edith Mies (J. Mies’ mother) 

Sandy Godbey (J. Godbey’s mother) Family of Keith Simon (B. Hurt’s son-in-law) 

Marlene Hartsook (R. Ford’s sister) Lauren Woodly (J. Satorius’ friend) 

Dorothy Ludington (D. Ludington’s mother-in-law)  

 

Please pray for all our members who are homebound, residing in a care facilities, servicing in the 

military or who are away from their family and friends. 

Peace in Our Communities and In Our World 

***Please help keep this list up to date.  When there are changes please make a note on this page 

and leave in the church office. 
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December 1 Jane Stephenson 

 Pam Albrecht 

December 5 Hannah Kyes 

December 6 Marisa Gerdes 

December 11 Shannon Willhite 

December 16 Pam Brown 

December 18 Debbie Davis 

 

 

December 19 Sara Babb 

 Rebecca Stark 

 Ron Sanert  

December 22 Marilyn Montgomery  

December 23 Jamie Canady 

December 25 Will Carter 

 Holly Davis

 

 

December 31 Kyle & Carrie Winkelmann 
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Attendance 
 

November 4 28  November 18 33 

November 11 30  November 25 25 

     

Average Worship Attendance:  29 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Ushers/Greeters 

Sunday, December 2 Alice Studzinski, Jerry Tice, Steve Territo 

Sunday, December 9 Janene Tice, Janet Scheina, Rebecca Rowe 

Sunday, December 16 Alice Studzinski, Ron & Susie Sanert 

Sunday, December 23 Patrik & Linda Claussen, Sherri Roberts 

Monday, December 24 Jim Satorius, David Long, Linda Williams 

Sunday, December 30 Ben Kiningham, Molly Buehner, Ruth Stark 

 

 Liturgist    Communion Liturgist 

Sunday, December 2 Barb Sampson   Beth Kiningham 

Sunday, December 9 Barbara Hurt   Patrik Claussen 

Sunday, December 16 Jerry Tice   Jan Costello 

Sunday, December 23 Beth Kiningham  Alice Studzinski 

Monday, December 24     Diane Ludington  Rebecca Rowe 

Sunday, December 30 Rebecca Rowe 

 

Advent Candles/Readers 

Sunday, December 2  Dan & Jane Stephenson    

Sunday, December 9  Chris Ford 

Sunday, December 16  Jan Costello 

Sunday, December 23  Linda Williams 

Monday, December 24  Satorius Family 
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Scenes from Central 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

     
   
  

Election Day Luncheon 

November 6 
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Hanging of the Greens! 

November 28 
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Christmas in Petersburg Concert 

December 1 


