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The Stories That Make Us 

Storytelling “hints at human imperfection. Where there is perfection there is no story to tell.”  

Ben Okri 

 During my years as a hairstylist, I reminded many nervous brides that the best wedding stories 

come from things that go wrong. If all goes exactly as planned, what will you tell your future 

children?! Think about the years you have lived, of what are your best stories born? Is your wisdom 

the fruit of your perfections or of your faults? 

 Stories are our first and most enduring lessons. I was reminded of the power of story on 

vacation while holding my two-year-old great nephew. Even a fussy toddler stops the quivering lower 

lip at the engaging promise of “Let me tell you a story . . .”  In the age of analytics and quantitative 

research, more than ever we need the framework of human story to make sense of the voluminous 

data that stream before our eyes every day. Before Google fact-checking, before statistical reports, 

before verifiable and repeatable experimentation, there are stories.  

 Stories about God and gods, life and death, nature and rebellion propel cultures from one 

generation to the next. Without story each new generation is left to find its own way. Stories give us 

shoulders on which to stand. Our faith stories, tales of human frailties, foibles and heroics offer us a 

context in which to understand the themes of Life. Consider the emptiness of the Ten Commandments 

without the correlating stories we know. “Worship no other god” is brought to full meaning in the 

chaos of Judges. “Thou shalt not steal” is familiar moralization until the impact of theft enters your 

story, either as guilt or victimization. Then it hits home. Jesus taught in parables to make the lessons 

hit home. The meaning of “love your neighbor” is filled full in the story of the Good Samaritan and in 

the memories of times we have loved nearest to that standard. 

“There is something in us, as storytellers and as listeners to stories, that demands the 

redemptive act, that demands that what falls at least be offered the chance to be restored. The 

reader of today looks for this motion, and rightly so, but what he has forgotten is the cost of it. 

His sense of evil is diluted or lacking altogether, and so he has forgotten the price of 

restoration.”  Flannery O'Connor 

 Join us as we explore the stories that comprise the story of our faith. In September, we will be 

launching a journey into the Narrative Lectionary, a reading and preaching schedule arranged in a 

narrative sequence to help us see the coherent and dynamic story of scripture.   

“The texts show the breadth and variety of voices within Scripture. They invite people to hear 

the stories of Abraham and Sarah, Moses and the prophets, Jesus, and Paul. Listening to the 

many different voices within Scripture enriches preaching and the life of faith.”  

http://www.workingpreacher.org/narrative_faqs.aspx 

Blessings, 

Diane   

http://www.workingpreacher.org/narrative_faqs.aspx
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Highlights of Session Meeting, August 16, 2018 

 Worship in the Park will be September 16 at 10:00 a.m. 

 Fellowship Potluck held on the last Sunday of each month will continue until the end of 

the year. 

 Linda Claussen will begin as our new Church Administrative Assistant on September 4. 

 Lincoln Presbyterian Church has invited anyone from Central Presbyterian Church to join 

them in a clean-up project to be held at the Springfield Presbyterian Home in September. 

PNC Meeting Highlights 

August 15, 2018 

 Adam Quine was in attendance to lead the committee through organizing and training. 

 Linda Claussen has resigned from the committee as a result of being hired as the church 

Administrative Asst. 

 Co-Chairs elected:  Camilla Long and Rhonda Plaeger 

 Secretary elected:  Jane Stephenson 

 Adam presented a document explaining the duties and responsibilities of the committee. 

 Committee must complete a Ministry Information Form which will provide information about 

Central to prospective candidates.  The MIF must be approved by session and COM. The goal 

is to have this completed next month.  

 Committee will meet each Tuesday at 6:30, unless necessary to make a change. 

August 21, 2018 

 Part I of the MIF (Ministry Information Form) was completed as group.   

Committee News 

Administration 

 Summer is quickly moving away from 2018 and we look forward to a bountiful harvest. 

As many may know Linda Claussen has been hired as Administrative assistant with a start date of 

Sept 4. Central will certainly miss the reunion tour we had with Lesa and wish Lesa the very best. 

The new boiler system installation is moving along, as well some limestone upkeep to the east 

side of the church. 

 The administrative team continues to monitor our cash flow versus budget weekly. As 

friends and members of Central we ask for continued support and confidence for the 

administrative team to work through these challenging times. 

Enjoy the end of summer and welcome the new beginnings of fall. 

Administrative team. 
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Worship 

 We have purchased a yearly subscription to Drama Ministry. We now have access to over 

800 dramatic readings that can be used as part of worship service or for the main message. This is 

a wonderful addition to the many ways we can present the message to young and old members 

and visitors. 

 The theme for Worship in the Park (September 16) is “Make a Joyful Noise.” Come join 

us for a fun time with lots of music!! The dulcimer group, in whole or part, will entertain us. To 

help us celebrate, BYOMI (Bring Your Own Musical Instrument). For those of us who still own 

rhythm band instruments and noise makers, please bring them. Or, make your own!!  

 The summer brunch service on the last Sunday of each month has been a huge success. 

Our attendance on those Sundays has ranked among the highest of each month. We need your 

input – should we continue this monthly worship study for the remainder of 2018?? 

 Add to your calendar:  On the weekend of October 13/14, we will host a party to begin 

making Chrismon decorations. Tentative plan is for 9-11:30 on Saturday, then order out pizza.  

Church Office Closed Labor Day 

 The Church office will be closed September 3 in observance of Labor Day.  Please call 

Diane if you have an emergency.   

Choir Practice Begins In September 

 Choir practice will begin September 18, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.  Practice will be every 

Wednesday.   

Worship in the Park 

Worship in the Park will be September 16 at 10:00 a.m. at the shelter by the river.  The 

theme will be "Make a Joyful Noise". The dulcimer group, "The Wildwood Strings", 

will entertain.  A potluck will follow, please bring a dish or two to share, plus your table 

service.  Worship committee will provide drinks and cups.  Don’t forget your chair.  If you 

need help from the parking lot to the shelter, someone will be in the parking lot to help you. 

Worship Time 

 The worship service will remain at 10:00 a.m.  PLEASE NOTE:  Sunday School and 

Coffee with Christ will begin September 23 at 9:00 a.m. 

Thank You 

There Are Angels Among Us 

 I don’t know who you are, but for your kindness and generosity I am so humbled.  I thank 

you with all my heart and I pray this goodness comes back to bless you as you have blessed me. 

Love, Susie 
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Vacation Bible School Thank You 

 We wish to thank everyone who helped with Co-op Vacation Bible School,* from setting 

up to taking down,  packing things away, and all those many positions in between.  It was truly a 

church-wide, team effort.   

 Many of you helped most or all evenings with music, food, crafts, sound system, Bible 

lessons, registration, picture taking, puppeteering, or filling-in where needed, and we thank all of 

you very much for your time and hard work.  Donations of food and money and props are very 

much appreciated, too.    

 We extend a big thank you to Pastor Diane for her help in planning for months, leading the 

opening and closing assemblies, and offering support all the way through to the conclusion.   

Cindy Godbey’s portrayal of “Romper”, the river otter puppet was a big hit with the children as 

well.  The children loved the music, food, lessons, and many wonderful memories were made.   

 The attendance numbers were, Monday through Friday respectively, 47, 43, 43, 42, and 35.  

The largest class was the Pre-K through Kindergarten class with 27 little ones many evenings.  

The remaining numbers were a split between grades 1 and 2, and grades 3 through 6.  There were 

plenty of adult helpers from the other three churches in the co-op as well.   

 Again, we extend a huge THANK YOU to everyone from our church who helped with Co-

op VBS this year.  We couldn’t have done this without all of you!  They are as follows: 

Pastor Diane Cindy Godbey Linda Claussen Rhonda Plaeger 

Rebecca Rowe Ben Kiningham Brianne Satorius  Linda Williams 

Camilla Long Melissa Groh Janene Tice Sherri Roberts 

Janet Scheina Mary Gheen Alice Studzinski  Barbara Hurt 

Patrik Claussen Dave Ludington Tim Groh  Beth Kiningham 

All who donated  

*Co-op churches are Central Presbyterian, United Methodist, St. Paul’s, and First Christian.   

Address Update 

Matt Roberts 

499 Vanderbilt Ave., 2A 

Brooklyn, NY  11238 

Diaper Bank Needs 

 The Diaper Bank, located at the Menard County Housing office, is in need of the following 

items for September: wipes, diaper rash cream, baby wash.  Your donation of goods or monetary 

donations may be left in the Narthex or dropped off at the Menard County Housing office during 

regular business hours.   

Food Pantry Sunday 

 September 16, 2017 is Food Pantry Sunday.  For September, the pantry is in need of 

cereal and chicken noodle soup.  Any non-perishable food donations or monetary donations to the 

Pantry are always welcome and appreciated. 



Central Chimes      September 2018 

  
 
 
 

Members: 

Barb Churchill  

Jerry Davis 

Jo Ann Morris 

 

Pastor Nominating Committee 

Mary Rose Satorius 

Marilyn Shafer 

 

Janet Scheina 

Linda Williams 

Betsy Winkelmann 

 

Friends of the Congregation: 

Walt Erchinger    

Sandy Godbey (J. Godbey’s mother) 

Marlene Hartsook (R. Ford’s sister) 

Dorothy Ludington (D. Ludington’s MIL) 

Marilyn McDougall (E.L. Denton’s Friend) 

Edith Mies (J. Mies’ mother) 

Keith Simon (B. Hunt’s son-in-law) 

Stanley Stephenson (D. Stephenson’s father) 

Peace in Our Communities and In Our World 

***Please help keep this list up to date.  When there are changes, please 
make a note on this page and leave in church office. 

Chimes Submissions 

 We encourage members and friends to submit articles for the Chimes.  This is a great 

way to keep our Church family up to date and share events and happenings of the church.  The 

deadline is published each month.  Due to limited office hours, this deadline needs to be 

adhered to so that the Chimes reaches our readership by the first of each month.  October 

submissions must be in the Church office by September 17.  A Microsoft Word file document 

attached to an email is the preferred method of submission.  Our email address is 

centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net 

 

mailto:centralpreschurch@sbcglobal.net
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
 

 

Octogenarians 
September 7       Orene Lynn 1868 White Ave., Moscow, ID  83843-3938 

Nonagenarians 

September 24     Alia Montgomery PO Box 13, Petersburg, IL  62675 

Happy Birthday 
September 1  Alan Horn    September 20  Nancy Mehr 

September 4  Michael Carter   September 20  Arlo Winklemann 

September 5  Joyce Goeringer   September 22  Zach Stephenson 

September 11  Bill Studzinski   September 23  Ava Jane Satorius 

September 11  Gabrielle R. Goeringer  September 24  Dee Ring 

September 13  Jake Godbey    September 26  Everett Hutton 

September 14  Brittney DeCroix   September 27  Helen Deverman 

September 18  Andy Rowe    September 30  Richard Ford 

September 19  Sam Groh 

 

September 2   Jeremy & Heidi Phillips   September 15, 2017   Matt & Ashley Rutz 

September 4   Dave & Camilla Long   September 17   Pat & Linda Claussen

September 9   Dale & Mary Rose Satorius September 17   Mark & Joyce Goeringer   
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Church Attendance 

Aug. 5 32  Aug. 19 28 

Aug. 12 33  Aug. 26 25 

     

Average Worship Attendance: 30 

 

 

 

 

Ushers/Greeters 

Sunday, September 2  Jerry Tice, Jan Costello, Jim Satorius 

Sunday, September 9  Rich Ford, Patrik & Linda Claussen 

Sunday, September 16  Worship in the Park 

Sunday, September 23  Bill Montgomery, Ben Kiningham, Janet Scheina 

Sunday, September 30  Barbara Hurt, Jane Stephenson, Rebecca Rowe 

Liturgist 

Sunday, September 2  Jo Ann Morris 

Sunday, September 9  Chris Ford 

Sunday, September 16  Worship in the Park      

Sunday, September 23  Rhonda Plaeger 

Sunday, September 30  Alice Studzinski 

Communion Liturgist 

Sunday, September 2  Patrik Claussen 

Worship Leaders 

Please make sure to check the schedule when you receive the Chimes.  If you 
cannot fulfill your assigned roll, please find a replacement and notify the church 

office.   

The text schedule for September is: 

Sept. 2  Flood and Promise  Genesis 6:5-22, 8:6-12, 9:8-17 

Sept. 9  The Call of Abraham  Genesis 12:1-9 

Sept. 16  Make a Joyful Noise!  Worship in the Park   

Sept. 23  Joseph in Prison  Genesis 39:1-23 

Sept. 30  Rescue at Sea  Exodus 14:5-7, 10-14, 21-29 
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More than 750 faith leaders and faith  

organizations decry low refugee arrivals 

August 23, 2018 by Presbyterian News Service  

LOUISVILLE (OGA) More than 750 faith leaders and faith organizations have written a letter to 

President Trump and members of the U.S. Congress expressing their “deep concern” over historically low 

refugee admissions into the United States. 

Signatories to the letter included the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and its General Assembly Stated 

Clerk, the Reverend J. Herbert Nelson, II, and 88 Presbyterian leaders from around the country. For a 

complete list of those who have signed the letter, check out the Church World Service article. 

“We Presbyterians are a Matthew 25 church—which means we are committed to feeding the hungry and 

giving drink to the thirsty, to clothing the naked and visiting those in prison,” said Nelson. “Perhaps most 

importantly that means welcoming the stranger and caring for those who come to us seeking refuge. We 

cannot do otherwise and still call ourselves followers of Jesus Christ. We also cannot accept the policies 

and actions of our government that deny hospitality to those who need and deserve it. This is a biblical 

mandate.” 

As of August 3, just over 18,000 refugees have been admitted to the U.S. this year. The administration’s 

target for refugee admissions this year is a historically low 45,000. Recent reports indicate the 

administration may reduce the goal even further—to 25,000 or fewer—next year. 

The full text of the letter, dated August 21: 

Dear President Trump and Members of Congress, 

As more than 636 religious leaders and 121 faith-based organizations across traditions, we write to 

express our deep concern about the low number of refugees who have been resettled to the United States 

thus far in Fiscal Year 2018 (FY18), as well as rumors of an even lower goal being set for FY19. While 

the administration set the U.S. refugee admissions goal at a historically low 45,000 for FY18, as of 

August 3rd, just over 18,286 refugees have been admitted. This means that the United States is on track to 

provide life-saving resettlement to less than half of the people the administration promised to welcome 

this fiscal year. Recent reports that the administration is considering setting the refugee admissions goal at 

25,000 or lower for FY19 are also deeply concerning. These reductions would leave thousands of 

vulnerable refugees in limbo, and signify an abdication of our nation’s leadership in humanitarian 

protection. 

We are called by our sacred texts and faith principles to love our neighbor, accompany the vulnerable, and 

welcome the sojourner. Our congregations, synagogues, and mosques have historically played key roles 

in assisting refugees with housing, language, employment, and social supports necessary for rapid and 

effective resettlement into U.S. communities. Yet, our commitment to offer refuge from violence and 

persecution requires our government to demonstrate the moral leadership upon which our nation was 

founded. To arbitrarily restrict tens of thousands of people from seeking safety would be to forsake our 

nation’s values of compassion, hospitality, and welcome. 

Since its inception in 1980, the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP) has been an international 

model, providing refugees protection with bipartisan support through our public-private partnership. The 

USRAP has successfully provided more than three million refugees tools for integration and self-

sufficiency to start over in safety and our communities have in turn benefitted from these individuals. As a 

pillar of U.S. foreign policy, our nation’s resettlement program represents a standard of excellence that 

other countries look to as a touchstone for their own policies. 

https://pres-outlook.org/author/presbyteriannewsservice/
https://greateras1.org/more-than-720-faith-leaders-and-faith-organizations-decry-low-refugee-arrivals/
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Refugee resettlement is the last resort for those who cannot return to their home country due to ongoing 

violence or for reasons of personal safety, and who cannot stay in the country into which they have fled. 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) estimates that 1.4 million individuals 

meet these standards and are in need of resettlement this year. Not only is it our moral duty as a nation to 

do our fair share to welcome the world’s most vulnerable, but we know that resettling refugees is a part of 

advancing our strategic foreign and national security interests. In fact, refugees are the most scrutinized 

travelers to the United States and face the most rigorous screening that someone entering this country 

must undergo, spending roughly two years in exhaustive vetting processes by our nation’s top security 

and counter-terror experts. 

At no other time has our moral responsibility to uphold these principles been greater. War, conflict, and 

persecution have forced millions to leave their homes, creating more refugees than at any other time in 

history. According to UNHCR’s recently released Global Trends Report, more than 68.5 million people 

are currently displaced, including more than 25.4 million refugees, over half of whom are children. In a 

world where conflict or persecution forcibly displace nearly 30 people every 60 seconds, our nation’s 

responsibility to protect vulnerable refugees is more important than ever. 

People of faith are especially concerned by the implications of low refugee arrivals for particular 

populations of concern such as families seeking to reunite, religious minorities, and children. Family unity 

is a cornerstone of U.S. refugee resettlement, given the importance of family values in our country and the 

crucial role that a united family plays in refugee protection and integration, and it is unacceptable to see 

families being separated due to U.S. policies. Similarly, we express our deep concern for the impact of 

low arrivals on religious minorities, including Christians, Muslims, and others who find themselves 

persecuted because of their religious affiliation and are thus left without options to safely practice their 

faith. Finally, Unaccompanied Refugee Minors (URM) are truly the most vulnerable refugees and as the 

United States is the only country to operate a resettlement program for these children, low arrival numbers 

have a unique impact on their options for safety. 

Faith communities in particular remain ready and eager to welcome refugees and decry the policies that 

are preventing refugees from receiving protection at this time. Many of our faith communities have made 

public statements of our commitments to offer hospitality to refugees. For decades, people of faith have 

welcomed refugees into our homes, houses of worship, and communities. Refugees are powerful 

ambassadors of our founding principles of equal opportunity, religious freedom, and liberty and justice 

for all. Our experiences working alongside refugees mirror the statistics that demonstrate that refugees 

bring tangible benefits to U.S. communities by starting businesses, becoming homeowners, revitalizing 

local economies, and becoming civic leaders. 

Given the many ongoing and emerging displacement crises around the world, people of faith will not 

stand by idly as the United States turns its back on these individuals. Refugee resettlement is a critical tool 

our nation can use to relieve human suffering, and we urge the administration to fully utilize it. As we 

look ahead to the final quarter of this fiscal year, we urge the administration to meet its own goal of 

resettling 45,000 refugees this year, and to commit to resettling at least 75,000 refugees in Fiscal Year 

2019. Our collective scriptural mandate and our nation’s history and capabilities as a world leader demand 

no less. 

We pray that in your process of discernment, compassion for the plight of refugees will touch your hearts. 

We urge you to be bold in choosing moral, just policies that provide refuge for vulnerable individuals 

seeking protection. 

by Office of the General Assembly communications  

https://pres-outlook.org/2018/08/more-than-750-faith-leaders-and-faith-organizations-decry-low-

refugee-arrivals/ 
  

http://www.pcusa.org/news/2018/8/23/more-750-faith-leaders-and-faith-organizations-dec/
https://pres-outlook.org/2018/08/more-than-750-faith-leaders-and-faith-organizations-decry-low-refugee-arrivals/
https://pres-outlook.org/2018/08/more-than-750-faith-leaders-and-faith-organizations-decry-low-refugee-arrivals/
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