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7th Sunday After Easter 
 

Welcome & Announcements   

Prayer   Please take a moment to prepare your heart for worship. 

Lord of wondrous light and power, we come to you this day to learn of your will for our lives.  Heal our 

wounds; lift our spirits; give us courage and confidence to boldly serve you in all that we do.  AMEN. 

Prelude                                    “O God Beyond All Praising”                                           

GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

*Call to Worship  

L:   Live in God’s love! 

P:   Let that love be poured out for all God’s people! 

L:   Bring hope and peace to all whom you meet. 

P:   We are called to be God’s witnesses. 

L:   Celebrate and rejoice. 

P:   Praise be to God who has called, healed, and given us a ministry of peace.   AMEN. 
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*Hymn                                      “His Eye Is On the Sparrow”    



Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession  

Lord of mercy, there are so many times in our lives when we feel alone.  We wonder where you are.  

We cry out to you in our confusion, pain, and hurt.  And when you do not immediately grant the 

prayers of our cries, we begin to doubt that you even care or exist.  Stop us from going down this 

path of self-destruction. Help us look around and find the many ways in which you have blessed our 

lives. Forgive us when we are so quick to doubt, and so arrogant in our demands of your responses.  

Give us a spirit of patience and willingness to be ready to hear your voice.  Strengthen us for the 

ministries of love and hope that you have placed before us; for we ask this in Jesus’ name.  AMEN. 

 (Time of silence for personal confession.)  

Assurance of Pardon 

Even in the midst of doubt and darkness, the light of God is shining in you, on you,  

and through you.  Out of God’s great love, you have been redeemed and made whole.  

Rejoice, beloved of God!  AMEN. 

The Peace  
L:   Peace be with you. 

P:  And also with you. 

*Gloria Patri                   “Glory Be to the Father”  

Special Music                       “Blest Be The Tie”                 Rich Ford 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 

New Testament Lesson          1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11  

Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as though something 

strange were happening to you.  But rejoice in as much as you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that 

you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed.  If you are insulted because of the name of Christ, you are 

blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.  Cast all your 

anxiety on him because he cares for you. 

Be alert and of sober mind.  Your enemy, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 

devour.  Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of believers throughout the 

world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, 

will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

New Testament Lesson              John 17:1-11 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come.  Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you.  For you granted him 

authority over all people that he might give eternal life to all those you have given him.  Now this is 

eternal life: that they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.  I have brought 

you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do.  And now, Father, glorify me in your presence 

with the glory I had with you before the world began. 

“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world.  They were yours; you gave them to me 

and they have obeyed your word.  Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you.  For 

I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them.  They knew with certainty that I came from 

you, and they believed that you sent me.  I pray for them.  I am not praying for the world, but for those you 

have given me, for they are yours.  All I have is yours, and all you have is mine.  And glory has come to me 



through them.  I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you.  

Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as 

we are one. 

Sermon                                “A Cord of Three Strands”             Pastor Stephanie 

 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

*Affirmation of Faith  

Let us confess the faith of our baptism using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 

I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, And in Jesus Christ his only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 

Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again 

from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.   I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy 

catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and 

the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 

*Hymn                                                  “How Great Thou Art” 



Prayers of the People     As prayers are offered: 

Leader:             God of Mercy, 

People:             Hear our prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

                       BEARING AND FOLLOWING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

 

*Hymn                                  “This Is My Father’s World”   



*Charge and Blessing 

*Postlude                       “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love”     Scholtes 
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